
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating  
27 Years 

In the Albanian-American Community 
                 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 

Thank you for your interest in sponsoring the Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund Gala. We’re 
excited to share that this year’s Gala will take place on Saturday, January 31st, 2026, at 7:00 
PM at The Palazzo Grande in Shelby Township, MI. 

The Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (EIN: 
38-3578998), established in 1999 with a simple but powerful mission: to support 
Albanian-American youth in their pursuit of higher education by providing scholarship 
assistance. Founded by a group of Albanian-American university graduates, the Fund was born 
from a desire to give back and uplift the community they cherish. 

Over the past 27 years, we have proudly awarded more than 230 scholarships, totaling over 
$645,000 in financial support. All proceeds from this event will directly benefit 
Albanian-American students in Michigan who are working toward a four-year degree at one of 
our state’s colleges or universities. 

Donations can be made online at www.gksfund.org or by check. We look forward to celebrating 
this special evening with you and appreciate your continued support. If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

With gratitude, 

The Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund Board 

thegksf@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.gksfund.org


 

Our legacy of promoting proactive philanthropy and community development continues, and we are 
seeking your support to help us empower even more Albanian-American students in their pursuit of 
higher education. 

This year, we received 81 applications from students across Michigan, representing a wide range of 
majors and career goals. Our goal is to award as many scholarships as possible to continue uplifting our 
community and encouraging academic success. 

In addition to this year’s awards, we are building upon our groundwork for a long-term vision: the 
growth of a self-sustaining Endowment Fund. This fund will serve as a lasting financial asset, generating 
annual interest that will provide scholarship support for generations of Albanian-American students to 
come. Your support in helping us further grow this Endowment is an investment in the future of our 
community. 

Below, you’ll find a breakdown of applicants’ financial backgrounds and universities. We’re sharing this 
information to highlight the diverse academic paths and financial needs of the students who have applied 
this year. By understanding who these students are, we hope to demonstrate the real and immediate 
impact your support can make. With your generosity, we can not only celebrate our culture with the 
broader community, but also ensure the continued growth of this vital initiative. 

Your contribution truly makes a difference. Thank you for being part of our mission. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Tenth Annual Scholarship Gala 

Sponsorship Levels 
Saturday, January 31st, 2026 ◆ The Palazzo Grande ◆ 

54660 Van Dyke Ave, Shelby Township, MI 48316 
 
 
 

Presenting Sponsor - $10,000 

● Prominent sponsor recognition on all event-related marketing and promotional collateral   
● Sponsor listing on all at-event signage and in the event program   
● Sponsor outreach for intern/employee inquires linked to the Gjergj Kastrioti social media 

accounts 
● Sponsor recruitment event hosted by the Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund   
● 2 premier tables (20 tickets) to 2026 Gala 

Platinum Sponsor - $5,000 

● Prominent sponsor recognition on all event-related marketing and promotional collateral   
● Sponsor listing on all at-event signage and in the event program 
● Sponsor outreach for intern/employee inquires linked to the Gjergj Kastrioti social media 

accounts 
● Sponsor recruitment event hosted by the Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund   
● 1 premier table (10 tickets) at 2026 Gala 

Gold Sponsor - $2,500 

● Prominent sponsor recognition on all event-related marketing and promotional collateral   
● Sponsor listing on all at-event signage and in the event program 
● Sponsor outreach for intern/employee inquires linked to the Gjergj Kastrioti social media 

accounts 
● 6 tickets to 2026 Gala 

Silver Sponsor - $1,000 

● Sponsor recognition on all event-related marketing and promotional collateral 
● Sponsor listing on all at-event signage and in the event program 
● 4 tickets to 2026 Gala 

Bronze Sponsor - $500 

● Sponsor recognition on all event-related marketing and promotional collateral  
● Sponsor listing on all at-event signage and in the event 

program  
● 2 tickets to 2026 Gala 

 

 
 
 

 



 
Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund 

Sponsorship Agreement 
This Sponsorship Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into as of the date of last signature below (“Effective 
Date”) by and between the Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund, a non-profit organization (“GKSF”), and the 
undersigned sponsor (“Sponsor”). 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, GKSF is a charitable organization dedicated to providing scholarships and fostering 
educational opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, Sponsor desires to provide financial support to GKSF in exchange for certain recognition 
benefits as set forth herein; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, the parties agree as 
follows: 

1.      Sponsorship and Contribution: Sponsor agrees to contribute the amount corresponding to 
the sponsorship level selected below (the “Contribution”).  Payment shall be made to GKSF upon 
execution of this Agreement unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 
 □ Presenting Sponsor ($10,000) 
 □ Platinum Sponsor ($5,000) 
 □ Gold Sponsor ($2,500) 
 □ Silver Sponsor ($1,000) 

□ Bronze Sponsor ($500) 

2.      Sponsorship Benefits. In consideration for the Contribution, GKSF shall provide Sponsor 
with the benefits corresponding to its selected sponsorship level. 

3.      Use of Funds. Unless otherwise specified and agreed upon in a separate writing signed by both 
parties, Sponsor’s Contribution will be allocated at GKSF’s discretion between its annual scholarship program 
and its long-term endowment fund.  GKSF’s Board of Directors retains fiduciary discretion to allocate funds in 
a manner consistent with GKSF’s charitable mission and applicable law. 

4.      Media Rights and Intellectual Property 

4.1. License Grant. Sponsor hereby grants to GKSF a non-exclusive, non-transferable, 
royalty-free license to use, reproduce, and display Sponsor’s name, logos, and trademarks 
(“Sponsor Marks”) during the Term of this Agreement. 
4.2. Scope of Use. GKSF shall use the Sponsor Marks solely for the purpose of fulfilling its 
obligations under this Agreement, including acknowledging Sponsor in promotional and marketing 
materials related to GKSF’s charitable activities. GKSF shall not use the Sponsor Marks in a 
manner that implies an endorsement of any product, service, or political position. 
4.3. Submission Deadline. To ensure inclusion in GKSF’s primary annual marketing materials, 
Sponsor must submit its Contribution and all requested Sponsor Marks in the required format by 
January 17, 2026. GKSF shall have no obligation to include Sponsor Marks in such materials if 
they are received after this deadline but will use commercially reasonable efforts to include them 
in subsequent materials where practicable. 

 



5.      Representations and Warranties. Sponsor represents and warrants that: (a) it has the full 
right and authority to enter into this Agreement and grant the rights herein; (b) the Sponsor Marks do 
not infringe upon the intellectual property or other rights of any third party; and (c) if Sponsor is a 
corporation or other entity, the individual executing this Agreement on its behalf is authorized to do so. 

6.      Term. This Agreement shall commence on the Effective Date and remain in effect for one 
(1) year, unless terminated earlier as provided herein (“Term”). 

7.      General Provisions 

7.1. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties 
and supersedes all prior oral or written agreements concerning the subject matter. 
7.2. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the 
laws of the State of Michigan, without regard to its conflict of law principles. 
7.3. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement is held to be invalid or unenforceable, the 
remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 
7.4. Relationship of Parties. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to create a partnership, 
joint venture, or agency relationship between the parties. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the Effective Date. 
 

SPONSOR       GJERGJ KASTRIOTI SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Signature: __________________    Printed Signature: _______________________ 
Name: _____________________    Printed Name: __________________________ 
Title: ______________________    Title: __________________________________ 
Company/Entity Name: ________________   Date: __________________________________ 
Date: ________________ 

 

Please print all names legibly and exactly as they should appear in all publications 

Sponsor Information 

□ Corporate □ Individual □ Foundation 
  
Contact Name: ___________________________ 
Mailing Address: _________________________ 
City: State: Zip: ___________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________ 
Email: ___________________________ 

   
  

Please use Zelle to thegksf@gmail.com or send check made payable to 
Gjergj Kastrioti Scholarship Fund 

c/o Steven Lucaj 
36830 Turtle Creek Court 

Farmington Hills, MI 48331 
   

We thank you for this tax-deductible contribution and for your commitment to empowering Albanian-American youth in the state of 
Michigan to pursue a college degree. 
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